CHAPTEB VIII. UNORTHODOX HINDU MAEEIAGES.
(Adharmavivaham).
"From the blameless nuptial rites of men spring a- blameless progeny; from the reprehensible, a reprehensible offspring; let mankind, therefore, studiously avoid the culpable forms of mar-ri,age." (Mann iii. 42.)
IN the preceding chapter, the marriage rites and customs of the ordinary orthodox Hindus, and especially of the Brahmins, have been described with some detail. The Brahmanical rites may, to a certain extent, be taken as representing those of most orthodox Hindus. The details differ in different castes, and especially amongst the various and multifarious divisions of what are included under the name of Sudras, but there is a general resemblance in the main points of importance. There are, however, a vast number of people who, though nominally Hindus, do not strictly follow the rules and regulations of the Brahmanical religion. This fact is manifest, in more than any other way, in the rites and ceremonies connected with marriage. To some extent these people have, in the course of long centuries, become absorbed into the elastic fold of Hinduism using that word in its widest meaning. Strictly speaking, however, in a large number of cases, whilst nominal Hindus, they are really mere demon worshippers or something very akin thereto. In giving some description of these